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Dr. Ramsey is the Outlook preacher in this 
issue. Churches which he has served are shown 
here in order: Prescott, Ark., top; Central, Lit- 
tle Rock, directly above ; Bluefield First, lower 


- left: and First, Athens, Ga., where he is now 
HARMON B. RAMSEY 


minister. The sermon on page six is called 
Sermon on page six. 


‘*God Does the Strangest Things!’’ 
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EDITORIALS . 
Looks Bad for Texas, Kentucky, 
Virginia . . . and Others . 


PICTURE OF THE MONTH 
.... . . .King Solomon’s Mines 




















Letters to the Editors 





Seats in a Bus and World-Wide Communiou 





Time to Speak Out 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It was reported (Richmond Times Dis- 
patch, Oct. 10) that Everett Raney, 23- 
year-old Negro student at Va. State Col- 
lege, asked the State Corporation Commis- 
sion to restrain the Carolina Coach Com- 
pany of Virginia from discriminating 
against him because of his race. He 
boarded a bus, sitting next to a white per- 
son because no other seat was available. 
When he refused to move, the driver 
emptied the bus, drove around the block 
and reloaded. Raney was denied admission 
and his ticket was returned. The SCC 
ruled that a bus driver has a right to en- 
force segregation and that the driver was 
fully justified in the action taken by him, 
and his position was clearly within the 
law and in compliance with the rules and 
regulations of the company. 

On Oct. 1, the majority of our Southern 
Presbyterian churches joined with the rest 
of the world in observing World Com- 
munion Day. Our ministers gave us an 
inspiring vision of hands all over the world 
reaching out to partake of the Lord's 
Supper—white hands, yellow hands, brown 
hands, BLACK hands. We will allow, and 
in fact, encourage the Negro people to take 
part in this most sacred sacrament of our 
church, but in most of our Southern States, 
we will NOT allow a Negro to sit next toa 
white person in a public conveyance! 

Let us join together in a pledge to speak 
out against such action, and to make 
WRITTEN protest to newspapers, maga- 
zines, members of our state legislatures, 
radio commentators, judges, and congress- 
men. It is past time for us, as followers 
of Christ, to speak out with boldness 
against racial discrimination. 

ALICE JONES (Mrs. W. M.) THOMPSON. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


Other Language Desired 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have no doubt many readers of THE 
OUTLOOK, issue of October 9, were 
shocked, as I was, at what appeared under 
the caption, “STRONG LANGUAGE,” page 
2, being a letter to THE OUTLOOK signed 
by one James Francis Miller, Pikeville, 
Kentucky. 

I know nothing of the merits of this 
case, not now recalling your previous edi- 
torial to which this refers, but regardless 
of that fact I am glad to realize that most 
Christians, laymen or ministers, are able 
to clothe their feelings in more elegant 
words than appeared in this article to THE 
OUTLOOK. W. A. CROSLAND. 

Atlanta, Ga. 


Christians Don’t Fight Each Other 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Thank you for the kind of paper you are 
giving each week to the Presbyterian 
(U. S.) Church. Its help and usefulness is 
not limited to that branch of the church. 
Here we have only the U. §S. A. Church, 
but THE OUTLOOK has been of much in- 
spiration on many occasions. 

For example, the lessons for October 8, 
15, and 22, carrying out the idea for Chris- 
tian Growth will be used as a basis for 
study for our high school class in its semi- 
monthly meetings. These are held in our 
home, a fine group of Christian young peo- 
ple who show, and have shown over sev- 
eral years time, much interest in God’s 
Word. It is wonderful, watching their 
growth as Christians, and Ernest Trice 
Thompson’s lessons have helped on many 
occasions. 


Also, Dr. Foreman’s articles often fur- 
nish inspiration for us. We always use the 
Bible, but these men and others, with their 
sermons and articles may know that they 
are doing much good. 

It must hurt, being called a liar. This 
in reference to your splendid editorial, 
“They Suborned Men” (Sept. 11, Oct. 9). 
It’s too bad, the kind of men that are 
found in this world for which Christ gave 
his Precious Blood. It must comfort you 
to think of such passages as II Cor. 12:7 
and Romans 16:17. Real Christians will 
never fight each other; rather they will 
spend their time and effort against SIN. 
People disagree; accordingly it may on 
rare occasions be best to form a new 
church. But certainly no real, true Chris- 
tian, a “born again” one, will try to harm 
another Christian. 

THOMPSON REID. 

Tahlequah, Okla. 


Religion and the Iron Curtain 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I think we will all agree that what is 
wrong with the world is sin. One could go 
to great length in proving this, citing 


Korea, acts of the Communists, gambling 
racketeers, graft, etc. . 

I do not know just what material the 
Voice of America broadcasts, but I believe 
all the churches of America and the world 
for that matter should suggest some re- 
ligious material for the Voice to broadcast 
to the Iron Curtain countries. I under- 
stand the present program is not popular 
with the Communists; that they claim the 
stories about America are all lies. 

I don’t think they would laugh off the 
Sermon on the Mount and the other things 
that Jesus said. I think they would think 
a little if they were told that there is a 
God, who is the Boss, no matter what any- 
one tells them. That if they don’t accept 
Christ they will go to hell. That if they 
want a better world to live in they have 
got to follow Christ. 

I believe that the people behind the Iron 
Curtain would like to listen to a religious 
program. It might be that a straight re- 
ligious program might not be jammed off 
the ether. Anyhow it is worth trying and 
if successful would get us what we are 
trying to get through armaments. 

I am not a pacifist. My family has a 
good military record, the same as millions 
of other American families. 

I hope the Presbyterian Church, U. §&., 
will take the lead in urging this program. 
Thank you. 

THOS, J. BRACKETT. 

Sarasota, Fla. 
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It is l-t-v-e material. 
Important for all Sessions and 
Boards of Deacons. 


Now, during the fall and winter, Elders and Deacons want and need 
interesting material as a basis for brief studies and discussions in the 


OR, concentrate on this for one of the MEN’S CLUB programs, with 


Few things could be better than to supply all officers and other leading 
men of the congregation with individual copies of 


THE LAYMAN IN THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 
By D. Maurice Allan 
Dr. Allan, himself an elder, pleads: 


(1) for a greater practice of democracy in the teaching-learning pro- 


(2) for more vital teaching in the church; 


(3) for a greater lay participation (he shows that laymen compose 
99% of the church membership and less than 33 1/3% of the membership 
on the various boards and committees) ; 


(4) for better teachers, instead of “intellectually and spiritually ossi- 


(5) for use of laymen in line with their daily experience and training; 


(6) for a true understanding and teaching of the doctrine of Chris- 


Sessions and Diaconates can do nothing better this fall than to start 
on the vital study which Dr. Allan’s discussion would stimulate. 


Price: 1-9 copies, 5c each; 10-49 copies, 4c each; 50 or more, 3c each. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS ° 1 North 6th St. 


Order a 


® Richmond 19, Va. 














THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
the act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 


Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra 





edu 
are 


to | 
cres 
the 
as 

exp 
will 
ture 
will 
abs 
mal 
will 
tras 


ng 


she 
ve 
rld 
re- 
ast 
er- 
lar 
the 


1gs 
ink 
sa 
ny- 
ept 
hey 
ave 


ron 
ous 


re- 


and 
are 


sa 
ons 


am. 











der 





The Presbyterian Qutlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 132. No. 44. October 30, 1950 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19. Virgint> 





EAST GERMAN MANUAL SHOWS 


HOW TO TEACH ATHEISM 


Berlin (RNS)—Instructions for the 
education of the youth toward atheism 
are contained in a new ‘Manual for 
Pedagogical College’”’ to be used in the 
training of young teachers throughout 
the (Eastern) German Democratic Re- 
public. The book is written by a Soviet 
author. 

In one of the main chapters, headed 
“Religion in Pedagogics,’’ prospective 
teachers are advised that it is indispens- 
able to explain to children ‘‘in the right 
way” what ‘religion actually is.’’ 

It must be made clear, the manual 
says, “that religion is being used as a 
means of suppression by the capitalistic 
profiteers who live on the subjugation 
of the working classes.”’ 

“To these rulers, religion means a 
suitable instrument to keep the masses 
ignorant and to make them willing ser- 
vants,’”’ the book states. 


“But thanks to the Great Socialist 
October Revolution, millions of workers 
freed themselves from superstition and 
religious traditions. 

“It is our task that in the schools 
the growing generation will be taught 
that religion and its supernatural 
powers are irreconcilable with genuine 
science. 


“During history classes children are 
to learn that it was not the gods who 
created men, but rather men created 
the gods and that religion has served 
as an emergency explanation for un- 
explainable natural events. 

“During geography classes children 
will be taught how men defeated na- 
ture and conquered its resources. This 
will contribute toward refuting the 
absurd religious teachings concerning 
man and nature, while biology classes 
will prove that religion is in strict con- 
tradiction to science.” 





RAY ANDERSON: He asked his 
people to stand 


Chicago Nom‘nee for Moderator 
Harrison Ray Anderson, minister of 


the Fourth church, Chicago, Ill., has 
been unanimously nominated by Chi- 
cago Presbytery as a candidate for Mod- 
erator of the 1951 General Assembly 
which will meet in Cincinnati. 

Dr. Anderson was recently the fea- 
tured speaker at the meeting of the 


U. S. Synod of Florida (see page 10). 

The nominee was recently in the 
news, as reported by Religious News 
Service, in connection with the call 
to battle crime, issued by the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago. Many 
pastors took significant actions among 
their own people to arouse them to the 
need of a united practice of good citi- 
zenship. RNS reported: 

“Dr. Andersun, .Startled religious 
circles here by asking, in the middle 
of his service, for all registered voters 
to stand to their feet. Next he asked 
those who remained seated but who 
would promise to register the next day 
to rise. 

“In an almost unprecedented move 
he requested all members of his con- 
gregation to go to the polls in Novem- 
ber. He blamed governmental corrup- 
tion and gangsterism on voters’ politi- 
cal laziness and refusal to vote.”’ 

One of the contributing editors of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, Dr. 
Anderson has been particularly con- 
cerned to work toward the reunion of 
Presbyterians, US and USA. 





Pope’s Opposition to Capitalism 
Commented on by J. C. Bennett 


One of the Protestant theologians 
who was closely associated with the 
drafting of the Amsterdam Assembly 
report on the Church and the Disorder 
of Society has pointed out that the 
Pope’s recent statement condemning 
capitalism along with communism is 
proof that condemnation of capitalism 
does not necessarily mean friendliness 
to communism, 


Professor John C. Bennett of Union 








Florida Minister to Become 
Director of Young Adults 


William P. Anderson, now of Miami, 
Fla., will become the director of young 
adult work and Christian family life 
for the Richmond, Va., Board of Edu- 
cation. 

For the past year Mr. Anderson has 
been associate pastor of the Westmins- 
ter church in Miami, going there after 
a pastorate in Williamsburg, Va. He 
was a chaplain for three years during 
the last war. A native of Dunedin, 
Fla., he is a graduate of Furman Uni- 
versity and Union Seminary in Virginia. 
He is expected to assume his new duties 
Nov. 15. 


ANDERSON: To direct young adult 
work and family life program. 


Theological Seminary made his com- 
ment to EPS-NEW YORK* on the basis 
of Religious News Service reports of a 
Vatican ‘‘pontifical exhortation’”’ of Sep- 
tember 26 which attacked both the 
“iniquity of communism and the abuses 
of capitalism.” 

In a document entitled Menti Nostrae, 
the Pope warned Roman Catholic priests 
against ‘“‘cowardice and_ uncertainty 
when confronted by that economic sys- 
tem which is known as capitalism and 
the grave consequences of which the 
church has never failed to denounce.”’ 

The exhortation, Dr. Bennett said, 
was ‘“‘in line with long-standing Catho- 
lic teaching.’”” The Roman Catholic 
Church Dr. Bennett held, has never ‘‘ac- 
cepted capitalism in principle, and has 
“gone beyond the Amsterdam Assembly 
statement in criticiziag capitalism. 

“Many of the criticisms of the Am- 
sterdam condemnation of communism 
and laissez-faire capitalism have implied 
that the World Council or individuals 
responsible for the Social Disorder re- 
port were friendly to communism be- 
cause they criticized laissez-faire capi- 
talism.’’ 

Dr. Bennett declared that ‘‘the Pope 
is a good witness to the fact that it is 
possible to be much more critical of 
capitalism than was the Amsterdam 
statement without being at all sympa- 
thetic to communism.” 





*Ecumenical Press Service. 











Some Observations on Europe 


FTER a short six weeks’ visit to 

Europe no one would presume to 

speak with authority about con- 
ditions there. But when such a visit 
has been under the direction of a man 
like Sherwood Eddy and has afforded 
hours of lecture and discussion with 
leaders of the stature of Lord Halifax, 
Sir Stafford Cripps, Herbert Morrison, 
John Strachey, Arnold Toynbee, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, General Max- 
well D. Taylor, John J. McCloy, Gunnar 
Myrdal, Robert Mackie, Hendrik 
Kraemer, Mare Boegner, Andre Phi- 
lippe, and many others, one does feel 
under some compulsion to make at least 
a few tentative observations: 


No Isolationist Thinking 


1. The first thing that struck me is 
the utter irrelevance of any trace of 
isolationist thinking in America today. 
Whether we like it or not, we're in 
world affairs up to our ears—or maybe 
head over heels would be more descrip- 
tive—and we must be. The need of 
Europe makes it imperative. In their 
destruction, if they are to rebuild, they 
must have materials from us; and mean- 
while in their poverty, if they are to 
live, they must have aid from us. But 
our need also makes it imperative. Un- 
less we want to stand alone against the 
rest of the world, we must stand to- 
gether with a part of it. It is almost 
literally true that apart from our policy 
of active interest in the welfare of 
Europe, made effective by the Marshall 
Plan, there would be no single demo- 
cratic country left in Europe with which 
we could make common cause against 
Soviet imperialism. 

Most of us know little about the Mar- 
shall Plan and perhaps care less, save 
for an occasional grumble about the 
burden that falls on the American tax- 
payer. The fact of the matter is that 
apart from the Marshall Plan, as was 
made very clear by lecture and by our 
own observation, Europe would have 
been utterly unable to recover in any 
significant measure from the ravages of 
war. There would have been hopeless- 
ness as well as bitter poverty, and com- 
munism would certainly have swept the 
continent if not Britain herself. In- 
cidentally, Sir Stafford Cripps remarked 
that Hoffman's administration of the 
Marshall Plan “has been marvelous,” 
and that he is a “great international 
statesman.”’ 

I might add that from what we saw 
of other Marshall Plan leaders and of 
General Taylor’s and High Commis- 
*Dr. Thompson, who is pastor of the 
Hampden-Sydney, Va., church and a 
chaplain in World War II, was invited 
to be a member of the Sherwood Eddy 
Seminar touring in European countries 
last summer. We have asked him to 
share some of his observations of the 
European scene with our readers.—EDI- 
TORS. 
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By W. McILWAINE THOMPSON* 
» 


McCloy’s key advisors in eco 
nomic, political, and other areas, Ameri- 
cans can be very proud of the quality 
of men who are representing us in serv- 
ice in Europe. 


sioner 


Recovery Is Spevtacular 


2. While, in comparison with America, 
Europe is still desperately poverty- 
stricken, and perhaps I should stress 
this with more illustrative facts and 
figures, the second observation I want 
to make is that the extent of recovery 
in Europe is spectacular. Even in Ber- 
lin, where 85% of all the buildings 
were destroyed or damaged in almost 
incredible destruction, where unemploy- 
ment is at an alarming figure (23%), 
and where no one is eager to make a 
capital investment, in the western sec- 
tor there are evidences of new life, with 
factories being rebuilt, attractive, well- 
stocked stores lining the streets, and 
dwellings being _ reconstructed. A 
traveller in Europe today can find in 
any county anything he wants, from a 
razor blade to an automobile, from a 
candy bar to a ten-course dinner, from 
a necktie to a complete outfit, and all, 
by our standards, at reasonable prices. 

Mr. Roscoe Drummond, Chief of In- 
formation Service for the E. C. A. in 
Europe, made the emphatic statement 
that ‘‘in two years the Marshall Plan 
has transformed Western Europe from 
an economic liability to an economic 
and security ally of the greatest im- 
portance, and the Marshall Plan’s eco- 
nomic success has brought in its wake 
political success.”” He added that every 
Marshall Plan country has achieved 
fiscal stability and an increase in in- 
dustrial production of 120-1230% of pre- 
war average, while about equalling pre- 
war average in agricultural production. 
Dr. Brock Chisholm, Director General 
of the World Health Organization, said, 
“T believe in Europe there is less mal- 
nutrition than before the war. The 
wealthy are eating less, which is a good 
thing, and the poor are getting more.” 

However, before getting too enthusi- 
astic, we have to remember that large 
proportions of production are going into 
replacing war destruction rather than 
into raising levels of living, that prices 
are too high for any but the wealthy 
or the tourist to enjoy the goods that 
can be bought, and that large increases 
of population and of unemployment, 
especially associated with the German 
refugee problem, are a serious threat. 

In regard to international trade, the 
European Payments Union and _ the 
Schuman Plan are evidences of a new 
dynamism and a new hope, though they 
do not directly deal with the ‘dollar 
which constitutes the primary 
throughout Europe and the 


gap,” 
problem 


world today. Europeans need our goods, 
and we in turn must buy their goods 
if we expect them to become economi- 
cally independent. In this connection 
Roscoe Drummond said, ‘‘Until Korea, 
it was felt that except for Greece and 
possibly Italy and Austria, the dollar 
gap would be manageable.”’ 


Thousands on Bicycles 


3. The third observation regards the 
spiritual need of Europe. Some of our 
group thought they could see in the 
faces of the people an evidence of ‘‘lost- 
ness.”” Maybe they are right. [’ll never 
forget the sight of thousands of people 
of all ages pedalling madly on their 
bicycles on week-ends, moving out to 
the countryside and home again. Is 
that a normal interest in the out-of- 
doors, or a simple desire to escape 
austerity and inadequate housing, or is 
it something more? Then there were 
the busloads of men and women fac- 
tory workers in England heading to the 
beaches for what our bus driver (we 
were on our way to Canterbury) called 
“‘booze week-ends.”’ ‘‘They’ll come back 
tomorrow night drunk as lords,’ he 
said. There’s the frightful dislocation 
of life as a result of the war, evident 
in numerous ways, even to a casual ob- 
server, and a vacuum which must be 
filled. 

Are the churches doing the job? The 
answer is hard to give. In England 
the Rev. Bryan Green, who conducted 
the recent spectacularly successful re- 
vival series at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine in New York city, said the 
churches are in bad shape but are better 
than some people think, with here and 
there evidences of a genuine vitality. 
Hendrik Kraemer remarked quite 
frankly that in Europe “the great 
masses are alienated from the church,” 
but added more encouragingly that 
“everywhere in the past ten years there 
has been an awakening.” This is both 
reflected in and furthered by the 
church’s increasing concern for the 
everyday problems of her people. Dr. 
Kraemer, for instance, on behalf of the 
World Council of Churches, is conduct- 
ing study retreats for laymen, the focus 
of which is not how to serve the church 
but how to bear a living Christian wit- 
ness in the midst of the problems of 
the present day. 

A terribly vivid illustration of the 
strength of the faith in Europe is to 
be found in the Reformed Seminary in 
the western sector of Berlin, where 
large numbers of east German young 
men are training to go back as minis- 
ters to the Russian zone, fully aware 
that opposition, persecution, and per- 
haps martyrdom await them. 

Arnold Toynbee, the historian, un- 
derscored heavily the importance of the 
spiritual as he warned that “civiliza- 
tions fall because of sin’’ and observed 
that ‘‘in future perspective military, 
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political, and economic issues will fade 
out and religious issues will appear to 
have been the most important all the 
while.” 


Russia and the Rest 


4. The final question, of course, is, 
What about Russia? Andrew Cordier, 
the executive of the Assembly of the 
U. N., and ‘“‘the coordinator of all U. N. 
activities,’’ recently back from an ex- 
tended tour through U. N. member na- 
tions, told us before we left New York 
that ‘“‘the U. N.’s basic assumption is 
that the United States and Russia can 
live together in the same world.” Of 
course. But it isn’t too evident. 
Stephen Spender, disillusioned former 
communist and a co-author of The God 
that Failed (i. e., communism), empha- 
sized, as a former communist, that com- 
munism ‘divides our world into two 
worlds: the proletariat and the rest, 
with no bridge of humanity between the 
two. It’s as if the rest were pigs or 
butterflies, and any efforts of the rest 
to bridge this gap are immediately 
suspect as an effort to undermine the 
proletariat.’”’ Which is nearer right? 

While no one would rule out the pos- 
sibility of it, yet also no one thought 
that this tension would blaze forth soon 
into open warfare—rather, there would 
be a disturbed state (continuing 
throughout our lifetime, according to 
Lord Halifax’s opinion) with such prob- 
ing efforts toward western weakness as 
the Korean situation represents. A man 
now in the High Commissioner’s office, 
who spent 1930-41 in Russia and has 
been in Germany since March of 1945, 
was the most reassuring person we met. 
While recognizing the danger in what 
he believes is Russia’s over-estimate of 





her own strength and under-estimate of 
ours, he is also sure that we over-estt- 
mate Russia’s strength and under-esti- 
mate our own, he furthermore does not 
think Russia has the atom bomb since 
she lacks the necessary electric power 
to produce one apart from large new 
plants or stringent civilian rationing, 
either of which he thinks he would have 
heard about, nor does he think [July 
19] that there will be a war at all “if 
we make no more than 60% of all pos- 
sible errors.” 

Perhaps a more reasoned hopeful 
statement about the future is Arnold 
Toynbee’s: ‘I don’t believe the Rus- 
sians see the future in terms of an- 
other war. .The cold war is their 
technique. .They have the ‘enosen 
people’ myth and think that they will 
win without world conflict. . Neither 
we nor the Russians want a third world 
war, hence it will probably not come.” 


America Must. 


It was felt generally that the first 
thing to do is to stand strong, and the 
American-initiated U. N. stand in Korea 
was widely applauded in Europe as in- 
troducing a new element in world 
affairs and as giving other threatened 
peoples of the world, such as the Ger- 
mans, the Greeks, etc., new hope. 

The second thing is to meet the 
Soviet challenge of social justice and 
brotherhood on its own grounds through 
‘social regeneration: We must work 
toward a balance between justice and 
freedom’’ (Toynbee). 

It seems to me, by the way, and I 
wish there were more space to develop 
this, that the British, confronted with 
their grievous problems, are making the 
most significant pioneering efforts in 





THOMPSON TRIO—Shortly after his return from Europe, Dr. Thompson 


(left), whose article appears above, gave the opening address at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. Here he is shown, just before that address, with his 
father, W. Taliaferro Thompson, while his twin brother, W. T., Jr., a Rich- 
mond physician, looks over his shoulder—Richmond Newspapers Photo. 
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this direction, as Conservatives and 
Labor alike, differing on details, agree 
nevertheless on social planning for the 
benefit of the individual, with nation- 
alization of the basic industries (about 
20%) and a general welfare program. 
Mr. Hopkinson, secretary of the Central 
Organization of the Conservative Party, 
assured us that ‘‘every party is com- 
mitted to full employment.’’ He boasted 
that the “present plans were drawn up 
by a coalition government after the 
war, under Lord Woolton, Minister of 
Recovery,” and he said of the ‘“‘welfare 
state,” ‘‘We are proud of it and as a 
party intend to foster and improve it.” 
The Conservatives, if in power, would 
decentralize controls, would effect gov- 
ernmental economies, and would put a 
floor under poverty with no ceiling on 
wealth, but they would make no basic 
change in nationalization or in the wel- 
fare program. Herbert Morrison may 
overstate the case when he says it “is 
one of the world’s great social experi- 
ments, as significant as the develop- 
ment of parliaments,’’ but Britain’s suc- 
cess in raising agricultural and indus- 
trial production to 150% of pre-war 
level, in balancing exports and imports, 
in closing the dollar gap, in achieving 
full employment, and in dealing effec- 
tively with the people’s basic needs, 
must be admitted. 

This ‘success, incidentally, and the 
fundamental agreement of Conservatives 
and Labor contradict the picture of 
Britain given in John T. Flynn’s widely 
circulated and heavily biased The Road 
Ahead. 

Britain’s basic political philosophy is 
to achieve ‘a collective organization 
for what we believe to be the good life 
—not equalitarian, but an effort to pull 
in the extremes of poverty and wealth, 
yet with political and civil liberty, and 
with public ownership and private 
ownership and private, municipal, and 
national planning’? (Herbert Morrison). 

On Soviet Propaganda 

Just a word should be added about 
Soviet propaganda. In Germany every 
effort is made to besmirch us. A film 
of American slum conditions prepared 
by the Nazis in the 1930’s is being 
widely shown by the Soviets as giving 
American life. 
There is a program on the Soviet-con- 
trolled Berlin radio station called ‘‘The 
Truth about America,’’ which gives out 
such information as this: ‘‘The real 
boss of Truman and the Democrats is 
Frank Costellu”; ‘Marshall Plan aid is 
a system of plundering’; and with an 
irreverence one hesitates to quote, “A 
new Coca Cola _ advertisement in 
America says that if Christ on the cross 
had gotten Coca Cola instead of vinegar, 
he would have died happy.’’ To shift 
to the more positive side: Andre Phi- 
lippe reported that during a recent local 
election, he read a sign in the French 
countryside, ‘Safeguard free enterprise 
and private property —- Vote Commu- 
nist!” 


an accurate picture of 











Truth may be stranger than fiction, 
but it is not nearly so persuasive un- 
less it really delivers the goods. In a 
word, as long as we operate within the 
framework of truth, and we must con- 


tinue always to do so, we must make 
the truth itself so compelling that there 
can be no warping or gainsaying it. 
We’ve got to make America and the 
Western world more attractive in jus- 


THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 





tice and brotherhood than the envi- 
sioned communist Utopia. That calls 


for a lot of revolutionary and sacrificial 
thinking and living. 


God Does the Strangest Things! 


Genesis 28:12-17 


SALIENT FACT about the Bible is 

that it continually assails our con- 

ventional opinions and exposes 
prevailing prejudices. For the thought- 
ful reader, therefore, study of the Bible 
can hardly be considered a dull occupa- 
tion. He is forever being challenged at 
some point in his thinking and compelled 
to re-examine his viewpoints. 

To be sure, there are many people 
who read the Bible without any inward 
revolution taking place. Many claim to 
accept the Bible and even declare with 
some heat that they accept it from 
cover to cover and yet reveal in their 
conversation and behavior a pronounced 
divergence from the Bible’s teaching. 
Sometimes such people are unaware of 
such a discrepancy because their asser- 
tion of devotion to the Bible is not ac- 
companied by a habit of exposing their 
hearts and minds in any vital way to 
its truth. But even when a man pos- 
sesses some awareness of the difference 
between the way he lives and the way 
the Bible says he ought to live he is 
often able to explain the difference 
away by some trick of rationalizing, in 
which, unfortunately, even the best per- 
son among us is too often an expert. 

There can be no doubt, however, that 
successful Christian living requires an 
honesty of purpose in studying the 
Scriptures that asks in genuine sincer- 
ity, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do?” The man who undertakes in 
this way to know the Bible must be 
prepared for some shocks and surprises 
along the way. 

Take, for example, the familiar ac- 
count of Jacob at Bethel and see how 
his experience of God there prompts the 
observation: “‘“God does the strangest 
things!” 


Consider, to begin with, that God sur- 
prises us by appearing in unexpected 
places. 

It was so with Jacob. Recall what 
had preceded his experience at Bethel. 
He had caught his brother Esau off 
guard in a moment of weakness and per- 
suaded him to part with his birthright. 
Then he had practiced deceit on his old 
father and won the blessing that the 
father had intended for Esau. Under 
the circumstances it occurred to Jacob’s 
mother that it was an excellent time for 
Jacob to leave home and look for a wife 
in Paddan-aram. So off Jacob went be- 
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Esau’s fury exploded and he 
wrought vengeance on the tricky Jacob. 

When night overtook Jacob on his 
journey he lay down to sleep and had a 
curious dream. He saw a ladder set up 
on the earth, the top of which reached 
to heaven, with angels going up and 
down upon it. Then he saw the Lord 
God and heard him speak, promising 
him much land, many descendants, and 
divine protection. 

Waking from his dream, he exclaimed 
in amazement: ‘Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I knew it not. . . How 
dreadful is this place! This is none 
other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven.” In surprise Jacob 
learned that the God he thought he had 
left behind was present with him now. 

Like Jacob, many people today wor- 
ship a localized deity. By our practical 
attitudes we assign God to certain times 
and places and areas of experience. We 
think of God as being in church, in the 
house that is called by his name, where 
men gather to worship. We may think 
of him as being present in the great oc- 
casions of life as when we stand before 
a representative of God at the marriage 
altar to take solemn vows before him, 
or when we dedicate a child to God in 
the tender and solemn ceremony of in- 
fant baptism. We may think of him as 
being present in those experiences which 
we call mountain-top experiences—times 
and occasions when God is near and we 
are fairly overcome with the rich mean- 
ing he discloses to us in those moments. 

But for the most part we go about our 
humdrum lives without thinking of God 
as near. So he is, in effect, shut out 
from wide areas of our lives almost as 
if we had hung up signs marked ‘‘No 
Admittance.”” Yet in a deeper sense we 
cannot shut him out. He is there. He 
is there taking note of our behavior, try- 
ing to signal to us to catch our eye, 
ready to lend us a hand if we will let 
him. 


fore 


It Should Make a Difference 


If we were to remember that God is 
everywhere present and that his eyes are 
constantly on us, it might make a con- 
siderable difference in the way we live. 
It is neither wise nor practical to live as 
if God did not see nor know. We need 
to remember that God is displeased 
when, in a man’s home life, he ignores 
God, not merely by failure to acknowl- 


edge his bountiful provision at meal 
time, or by omission of family devotions, 
or by irregularity and slackness in 
church loyalties, but by a whole manner 
of life that exalts things and ignores 
spiritual values. Nor is God pleased 
when a man in his social life goes along 
with the crowd in order to be a good 
fellow when a little elementary Christian 
ethics would tell him that it is far more 
important to gain the approval of God 
than to court the favor of men. God is 
not pleased when a man’s own personal 
life is allowed to become unregulated 
and irresponsible as if what he did were 
his own business alone and God were 
not concerned at all. God does not like 
it when a man regards his fellowmen as 
means to his ends, people to be used in- 
stead of people to be loved and served. 
It is not amusing when men in high 
places, or low, live by experiency and 
prudence instead of living as in the eyes 
of God. 

It would make a difference in our liv- 
ing also if we were always to remember 
that God stands by with his offer of 
grace. We may not. have a dramatic 
revelation of God such as Jacob had 
when God told him that he would be 
with him and protect him, but we can 
count on it that he is here. And we have 
Paul’s word for it—he said not to be 
anxious about anything but to talk 
things over with the Father in prayer in 
full assurance that a peace which passed 
understanding would guard the heart. 
Paul felt that even the smallest difficulty 
could be taken up with God. God 
wouldn't be too busy, and he’d be ready 
to hear us out. Prayerful reliance upon 
an ever-present God, the practice of 
friendship with God, if you please, would 
give a man the serenity of soul which 
many crave and few find. 

Even in our outwardly dull and ordi- 
nary lives God is present. If we’d just 
believe it and live by the belief, life 
would be different—and better. 


i. 


Again, God surprises us by the kind of 
people he associates with. 

Take Jacob again. So far as could 
be determined by appearances, Jacob 
was arascal. Men judge altogether too 
much by externals, but God saw some- 
thing here beneath the surface. He 
looked on the heart and saw something 
that he could work with and use for his 
glory and the good of men. 

You remember that Jesus surprised 
people by his choice of associates. The 
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men he selected to be his disciples were 
neither scholars nor saints—they were 
just plain people, and they didn’t look 
very promising, either! But even more 
astounding was the fact that he mingled 
with the notoriously sinful. It was a 
scandalous thing, people thought, 
and they talked about it. Indeed, 
three of Jesus’ most familiar and best 
loved parables—the parables about the 
lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal 
son—were told in answer to the criti- 
cism of the scribes and Pharisees, ‘“This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with 
them.” 


Nor did Jesus seem to care much for 
the dividing line which people drew be- 
tween the Jews and the Samaritans. He 
was interested in all men. He did not 
hesitate to offer his friendship to a 
Samaritan woman, and when he told the 
parable about neighborliness he made 
the hero of it a Samaritan, as if to say 
that no matter what others might think 
he saw good in the Samaritans. 


We do well to consider the practical 
meaning for us of the kind of associa- 
tions Jesus formed. 


For one thing, it is clear from the 
kind of disciples he chose that the pri- 
mary qualification for discipleship is 
neither intellectual attainment nor per- 
sonal righteousness. Those were not 
the outstanding qualities of his original 
company. To be sure, under the in- 
fluence of his Spirit and Person they 
became new men and became the ve- 
hicles of the Truth that matters above 
all truth. But Jesus can transform 
ordinary people, and what he wants 
first is not an educated mind or a dis- 
ciplined will but a responsive heart. 


For another thing, Jesus’ attitude to- 
ward sinners is instructive. One gets the 
impression that he found sinners interest- 
ing—not that their sins made them at- 
tractive to him but that he saw in them 
faculties that had been misused which 
could be reclaimed for God and human- 
ity. Jesus, one feels, did not mingle 
with sinners just because he felt it his 
duty to do so, much as he might have 
disliked doing so, but because he was 
excited by the possibilities he saw in 
them that he knew could be developed 
for God. 


It Is Easier to Condemn 


It is easier for many Christians to 
shake their heads over sinners, and 
wring their hands, and talk about how 
bad they are than to exhibit the kind of 
concern and interest that was in Jesus. 
That hardly seems Christlike. And after 
all, the self-righteous aloofness of the 
Pharisees did not win converts, whereas 
Jesus by offering his friendship rescued 
men for the Kingdom. 

It is significant, further, that in the 
presence of Jesus the barriers between 
men go down, as was the case of the 
barrier between Jew and Samaritan. If 
the tensions between groups and classes 
and races and nations of our time are 
to be resolved, it will not be accom- 
plished by prejudice and pride that may 
even cite Scripture for its purpose. It 
can come about ultimately only as men 
in uttter humility of spirit seek with all 
their hearts the mind of Christ and find 
the answer at the foot of the Cross, 
where he died for all. 


It. 


Finally, God surprises us by his deal- 
ings with us in redemption. 

Consider Jacob once more. One night 
have supposed that God would address 
him in some such way as this: ‘‘Jacob, 
vou rascal, what are you about, anyway? 
What do you mean by deceiving your 
father? Have you no respect for the 
aged? And what do you mean by trick- 
ing your brother? Where is that love 
for brother that is needed for a better 
world?” But God did not speak in that 
fashion at all. Instead he made glorious 
promises to Jacob of what he proposed 
to do. God pronounced a blessing when 
it would seem that a round scolding 
would have been much more in order. 

But is there not something here that 
reminds us of the way God deals with 
us? 

Consider what God has done for our 
salvation. Surely the easiest thing for 
God would have been to junk the whole 
human experiment as a failure and con- 
sign all men to destruction. See what 
chaos men have made of God’s world, 
see how recalcitrant and unmanageable, 
how disobedient and sinful the whole 
lot of man is! Why shouldn’t God have 
just thrown up the whole job and let 
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humanity go its own willful way to its 
deserved doom? 

But God cared—he loved men—and 
he wouldn’t work out the problem that 
way. 

Well, then, why didn’t God just come 
to terms with the fact that men are sin- 
ful and weak and accept it? Why didn’t 
he decide to condemn the worst but save 
those who were relatively decent and re- 
spectable and who kept the command- 
ments reasonably well? 

Here is the answer: God is a perfec- 
tionist, and the only kind of righteous- 
ness that counts with him is perfect 
righteousness. He can’t lower his stand- 
ards of holiness to accommodate the 
weakness of men. 


He Takes the Burden 


You see where this all leads. Because 
he cares so much for men and yet can- 
not wink at their sinfulness it means 
that he must take the burden of their 
guilt upon himself. So, through the 
nail-scarred hands of Jesus, he can offer 
us as an outright gift the fullness of re- 
demption. The grace of which we have 
a glimpse at Bethel is fully disclosed in 
the Cross of Christ. 

Do you recall Browning’s poem, ‘‘Kar- 
shish, the Arab Physician’? You may 
remember that it is a letter written by 
Karshish, a physician, to his old master, 
Abib, to relate the story he has heard 
from Lazarus after Jesus has been cruci- 
fied. Lazarus has told him of Jesus, but 
Karshish has difficulty believing that 
there can be anything back of it all. He 
apologizes for writing at length of what 
he admits is palpably false, and yet he 
can’t quite escape the feeling that it 
might be true after all. And he con- 
cludes the letter with these words: 


“The very God! think, Abib; dost thou 


think? 

So, the All-Great were the All-Loving, 
too— 

So, through the thunder comes a human 
voice 

Saying, ‘O heart I made, a heart beats 
here! 

Face, my hands fashioned, see it in my- 
self. 

Thou hast no power nor mayst conceive 
of mine, 


But love I gave thee, with myself to love, 

And thou must love me who have died 
for thee!’ 

The madman said he saith so; 
strange.”’ 


it is 


Strange, yes. But very redemptive! 


Cumberland Presbyterians 
Seek Finances for ICU 


Cumberland Presbyterians in Mem- 
phis Presbytery are supporting the pro- 
posed International Christian Univer- 
sity in Japan. 

In a recent called meeting of the 
presbytery it was voted to encourage 
the churches of the presbytery to give 
full support in establishing the insti- 
tution. A plan was approved calling 
for a financial drive in each of the 20 
churches of the presbytery for this, pur- 
pose, according to a news account in 
The Cumberland Presbyterian. 
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EDITORIAL 





It Looks Bad for Texas, Kentucky, 
Virginia .. . and Others 


A recent article in one of the few pub- 
lications in the entire country that op- 
pose the International Christian Univer- 
sity proposed for Japan makes an inter- 
esting point. The writer, a Florida nas- 
tor, accuses those who do anything to 
support the ICU in our church of being 
Instead, 
he believes, the action of the Massanetta 


“those who cause divisions.”’ 


Assembly should silence all those who 
favor the ICU. 

To be sure, he overlooks the wide- 
open door included both in the state 
ment of the Board of World Missions 
and the Assembly, repeatedly declaring 
that all who wish to support the ICU are 
free to do so, and actually expressing 
zood wishes for the success of the ven- 
ture. 

Any support of the ICU, 
“can be interpreted only as organized 
opposition to the authority of the Board 
of World Missions for its failure to do 


he writes, 


8 


what these self-appointed critics of the 


General Assembly insisted should be 
done. Those who are loyal to the 
General Assembly, accept its deliver- 


ances, support its agencies, and whose 
contributions make possible every ad- 
vance in every field, are not responsible 
for the controversy and confusion that 
have been brought into the counsels of 
the church. Those who refuse to 
support the action of the General Assem- 
bly must accept the responsibility for 
the divisions that now trouble the 
church. Keep your eye on those 
who stir up dissentions. The church 
knows now where to look for its trouble 
makers.”’ 

That would seem to make it pretty 
bad for such honored bodies as the 
Synods of Kentucky, Virginia and Texas, 
along with countless individuals across 
the church, who feel quite another way 
about it. These synods, in unanimous 
actions, either pledged gifts or urged 
contributions to the ICU or asked a re- 
consideration of the action taken by the 
Board and the Assembly. 

Simply the actions of trouble-makers, 
we are told. These are irresponsible 
bodies—the Synods of Kentucky, Texas 
and Virginia; they do not support the 
church’s work (!), they are not loyal 
to its program—just trouble-makers, so 
runs the charge. ‘Keep your eye on 
those who stir up dissentions’’—which 
phrase, we admit is from the Bible, but 
in this mis-application, is certainly un- 
true to Sceripture. 


An Ambassador and the Vatican 


The chief reason advanced as to why 
our country should maintain an official 
or unofficial ambassador to the Vatican 
is that by so doing our State Depart- 
ment can take advantage of the vast 
information service maintained by the 
Vatican and be provided with impor- 
tant data which otherwise could not be 
known by it. 

This is absurd. And we say this only 
after consultation with those who are 
in a position to know. 

Whatever the arrangement, if the 
Vatican is concerned about the develop- 
ment of good international relations, 
the available information can and wil) 
be provided for the people and govern- 
ments that ought to have it. 

What we have been concerned about 
has been the formal or informal recog- 
nition of a church as a body of state 
and dealing with it on that basis—and 
about a chureh seeking to gain for it- 
self the privileges and status of a politi- 
cal body. No one that we have heard 
about objects to the use of reliable in- 
formation whatever its source may be. 


Religion, a Mere Instrument 


We think it to be very interesting 
that the editorial from The Cumberland 
Presbyterian (below) should have such 
a pertinent illustration of a part of its 
application in the page three release 


from Berlin. Whether there is any 
truth in the charge or not, note the 
use which the opposition makes of the 
sort of religion and its advocates who 
seem to defend privilege and the status 
quo. 


GUEST EDITORS 


When the Church Plays 
Into the Hands of Evil 


It is to my advantage to give money 
to your church,” said a wealthy land- 
owner to the pastor of one of our rural 
churches. Though the man did not 
profess to be a Christian nor did he 
ever attend any church he gave money 
consistently to all churches in the com- 
munity, both white and Negro. 

The man owns large farms in: the 
community and employs numbers of 
tenants and day farm hands, both Negro 
and white, and he said he gave money 
to the churches because they help to 
keep his hands ‘“‘sober,’”’ make them 
“more agreeable,” and ‘easier to han- 
dle.”’ 

In other words the churches there 
talk a great deal about the virtues of 
sobriety, meekness, humility, love— 
which are virtues — but ignore other 
virtues such as human dignity, social 
righteousness, and economic justice. 
Translate these last three-mentioned 
items into common lingo and they are: 
everybody is somebody and should be 
treated as such; we ought to be fair in 
our everyday relationships with one 
another; and there should be no unfair 
dealing in money matters. 

The churches in this community are 
selling their souls (real concern for 
human welfare) for a mess of pottage 
(the few paltry dollars of the exploiting 
land owners). 

This is one example of the church 
playing into the hands of evil._—Edito- 
rial in THE CUMBERLAND PRESBY- 
TERIAN. 





The Reorganization 





62. CONCLUSION 

We have carried on our discussion 
of the widely talked Reorganization 
of our church for more than a year. 
It would now seem advisable to bring 
this to a close, except as various fea- 
tures of the plan may need discussion 
in the adjoining editorial columns from 
time to time. 

Our next series here is expected to 
be our Church Worker Series, contribu- 
tions for which are coming in almost 
daily from all sections of the church. 
If you wish to offer your suggestions 
for any workers in the church—at the 
local level—please do so. 

A small quantity of Diagrams of the 
Reorganization may still be obtained. 
Many thousands of copies of this dia- 
gram have been distributed throughout 
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the church— to officers of all groups 
and to individuals interested in the 
present structure and its relationships 
The note below indicates how these may 
be obtained. 

In conclusion, let us express our 
thanks for the many cordial words 
which have been received throughout 
the year in appreciation of the discus- 
sion carried on here. We sincerely hope 


it has made at least some small con- 
tribution to a better understanding of 
the operation of our church. 


Last offer 
The Diagram of the 
REORGANIZATION 
Price: 12 copies for 25c; 100 for 75c. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 N. 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 





THEOLOGY AND ROSES 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





BOTANIST at work would not 

remind you of a man who loves 

roses. He may have a rose in 
his hand; but he is not holding it there 
in admiration, he is taking it to pieces. 
The rose he is working with will never 
be a rose again. By the time it has 
been dissected and all the parts have 
been through the microtome, and the 
botanist has drawn his rather grotesque 
pictures of its cellular structure and 
all that, there is not even the fragrance 
of a petal left to remind us that here 
once beauty was in blossom. 

A theologian at work, likewise, would 
not remind you of a man who loves 
religion. He may be talking about re- 
ligion, or writing about it; but he is 
not admiring it; he is taking it to 
pieces. There are no aids to worship 
in his class. Who was ever stimulated 
to worship by a theological textbook? 
The intensity of spirit, the inspiration, 
the enthusiasm, the beauty, even the 
practicality one associates with religion, 
seem to be missing. Here is only a 
taking-to-pieces of what has been a 
living thing. The knife of logical ana- 
lysis cuts between what always grew 
together. The thing is flattened out 
under the theological miscroscope; the 
dimension of depth is lost. 


The rose is actually indescribable. 
How can beauty be put into words? Yet 
when the botanist is done, where once 
bloomed a rose are now only words, 
words, words. .and diagrams, not a 
one of which is an actual copy of any 
rose in the world. Like the tissues 
in the microtome, religion also can be 
sliced so thin it becomes transparent; 
you see its structure. .but the thing 
is gone. Religion, itself even more 
than a rose indescribable, with a beauty 
which can only be felt, now when the 
theologian has done his work is only 
words, words, words. Coes not theology 
kill religion, as a »ocanist kills roses? 

do not have to be a Bachelor 


of Science to love roses. To 


“love the wild rose and leave it on its 
stalk” it is not necessary to know a 
stamen from an anther. So also with 
religion: you do not have to show a 
degree from a theological seminary be- 
fore you can experience religion. No 


ELL, let us agree to this: You 
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Board of Education, no learned faculty 
need give permission for appreciation 
of roses—or of God. 

Nevertheless, it is not true that 
botany is bad for roses or rose-grow- 
ers, and only ignorant people would sup- 
pose that it is. The main purpose of 
the botanist is an intellectual one, and 
roses are not known by the intellect 
alone. But understanding roses may 
well deepen one’s appreciation of them. 
An ignorant rose-lover may love roses 
with his eye, with his nose, with his 
hand and heart if you like; but the 
man who has studied botany also loves 
roses with his mind, and this may prove 
to be the deepest delight of all. So 
the theologian’s main purpose is an in- 
tellectual one. God “in whose will is 
our peace’”’ can be honored and obeyed 
by those who make no pretense of un- 
derstanding; yet the theologian (and 
this includes all who are for the moment 
theologically minded, such as a Sun- 
day school teacher or a mother with a 
child asking, Where is God?) is on his 
way to loving God with the mind, and 
this may be the most rewarding love 
of all. Understanding religion, the ways 
of God with men and his will for them, 
will deepen one’s religion, not kill it. 
It is no insult to God to try to under- 
stand him. 


T THE SAME TIME, the theolo- 
gian must remember, as the bota- 
nist does, that what he produces 

is never Reality, only a transcription 
or transection of it. No diagram is a 
rose, no definition is God. What the 
botanist really believes in is the rose, 
not his diagrams; and what the theo- 
logian really believes in is not his creed 
but his God. 

Nothing ever appears all at once in 
the diagrams. One takes the flower to 
pieces in order to look at one part of 
it at a time. Also, one takes religion 
to pieces to look at one part of it at a 
time. That is why theology often sounds 


so unreal. Regeneration, justification, 
sanctification: Look at each separately, 
and how artificial the thing seems to 
be! Well, it is artificial, but the arti- 
ficiality is there for a purpose. We can 
understand an anther better if we take 
it out and examine it in detail, but 
there never yet lived an anther-in- 
itself. So we can understand justifica- 
tion better if we take it out and look 
at it alone; but never yet was there 
any such thing as justification-by-itself. 
The dealings of the living God with 
living men are living actions, with all 
the force and flow of life itself; a cross- 
section of frozen tissue, whether of 
cambium or conversion, is useful only 
in understanding a living process. 


HOUGHTS like these should keep 
theologizers humble. For, as 
there are many botanies, but only 

one plant-world, so there are many the- 
ologies, but only one world of the Spirit. 
Theology, like botany, points at Real- 
ity; it is not Reality itself. Botany 
and theology are descriptive at best; 
yet the descriptions can mean little to 
those who have no acquaintance with 
the life which is described. Neither 
science nor theology creates anything; 
only the God who made roses and men 
is creative. Neither theology nor bot- 
any exists for its own sake. And just 
as botany can best be qdarried on by 
those who love growing things, so the- 
ology can best be undertaken by those 
who love both the living God and grow- 
ing men. 
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one,’” he said, “is being approximated Gebb and the Lakeland congregation 
CHURCH NEWS through interdenominational goodwill was sustained, as was that of the Su. Te 
and cooperation, particularly as illus- wannee commission asking E. B. McGill 
se trated in the World Council of Churches, to relinquish the pastorate of West- Ha 
Ray Anderson Speaks but it will be fulfilled only at last when minster church, Jacksonville. 
we are presented without fault and The synod met in the Park Lake In 
At Svnod of Florida without blemish, before the throne of church, Orlando, with the host church appre 
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main speaker during the meeting of the Wade H. Boggs, of the Board of This church was organized in 1925 when nifica 
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and elders on “Questions Confronting active service, their support will come congregation. The late C. H. Ferrin whic! 
Us Today and Their Answers as Given exclusively through funds provided by was the first pastor and R. H. McCaslin the 1 
in the Scripture,” it was almost like the church, and not through tax-sup- has served since 1942. During the a 
attending lectures as they would be ported services rendered by the govern- McCaslin pastorate more than 1,800 hosp! 
delivered in one of our theological sem- ment. members have been received, with the Tyler 
inaries. “The minister ought to devote The progress of educational institu- present membership in excess of 1,400. ans 
his major interest towards interpreting tions in which the synod is interested bean 
and proclaiming the Word of God and was reported—from Thornwell, Agnes Bowman Is Nominated migh 
ine - rarata . - : ids n lumbia Seminary. , ; 
giv ing pastoral oversight to the congre ane endo yen weno me “i Elder T. Franklin West, of Milton, pital 
gation,’”’ Dr. Anderson said. Laymen econ a nea so Pelpaeornen was the synod’s moderator. His father Cour 
ri £ iliti se ace 3 = 
should provide the facilities for the cy A ne n He urzed the synod’s @d served as moderator just 26 years $700 
pain ben ey geen ae ee, = : oomersge od “ cae $250 ag coun before. B. Lowry Bowman, Sarasota have 
initiative in the financial responsibili- atte o as ht gence tain Annet pastor, was nominated as the next mod- last 
ties,’ he insisted. ‘In these fields they paign for a libré - g erator when the synod convenes next dest 
are more competent than the minister. at Tallahassee, porlsncanonag ste Geticher te Paliebenes. Aust 
ing i or a +74 > rives mise o ‘ e 
By doing this work they will free the ore promise : MARSHALL C. DENDY. 
minister for the task for which he has service at that point. Orlando. 
been trained. Petition to President Mi 
In his second lecture, Dr. Anderson cont 
reminded the synod of the problems The synod requested the President MEMORIAL Kert 
of Communism and secularism in the not to send an official representative to po 
modern world and declared that the the Vatican. least 
solution of this problem is to be found Two complaints of a judicial nature wat from 
in men relating their lives to God and were before the synod and in each case cenainnnichasiabenaescan the 
the work of his Kingdom. In the third the actions of presbyteries and their Our Heavenly Father, in his infinite wis- Lost 
address he spoke of the universal na- commissions on the Minister and His dom has taken to himself our friend and $75¢ 
: : fellow officer, Mr. Thomas B. Williams. , 
ii eas “os e538 : . re stz : ion of , , 
ture of the church. The answer to Work were sust hined. ee The Seesion and Beara of Deacons of the 
Christ’s prayer ‘that they all may be the pastoral relationship between L. B. qentre Presbyterian Church wish to ex- tion: 
press something of our appreciation and was 
love. 
We extend to his family and loved ones tors, 
At NES S( O | | i O] I EGE our heartfelt sympathy in this time of been 
deep sorrow for us all. It is hard to realize used 
i ‘ that he is not still in his accustomed place : 
r, 
Decatur, Georgia in our church, and in the community and cage 
: : . : F home. it 18 
its location in Greater Atlanta offers unusual opportunities for place- As a church we owe him a debt of grati- $25' 
ment after graduation. tude for his most faithful service. Centre arat 
Agnes Scott students may take Journalism, Business Administration, Church has lost a loyal and devoted mem- the 
and other subjects at Emory University. ber mag a As brother officers we mile 
ae ae re ae ‘ - mourn S loss to us. 
Student aid is available for well prepared girls. We would direct that a copy of this let- this 
' _ , ter be sent to his family, another filed with for 
For literature or other information, address our Minutes, and copies be sent to the 
; church papers the 
PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN ee at 
Clerk of Session kite 
S. A. DUCKWORTH unit 
Chairman of Board of Deacons. T 
Cornelius, N. C. 
QUEENS COLLEGE had 
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A liberal arts college with a Chris- thos 
tian emphasis and a curriculum Ass 
planned to meet the modern educa- FLORA MACDONALD ing 
tional needs of young women. The 
COLLEGE ~ 
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Red Springs, N. C. aa 
— — A rich educational experience req 
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haemamalie: Competitive Scholarship Contest Marshall Scott Woodson 
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$1,000 to $1,500. Awards based on scholastic ability, President 
character. Write for application form, which must be ] 
returned not later than Feb. 1. Examinations Feb. 18. 
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Texas Synod Will 
Have Radio Program 


In addition to voting unanimously to 
appropriate $5,500 to the International 
Christian University in Japan (OUT- 
LOOK, Oct. 23), the Synod of Texas, 
meeting in Brownsville, took other sig- 
nificant actions. 

One of these developments had to do 
with a synod-sponsored radio program 
which will cover the Southwest during 
the next 18 months. 

Asked to take over the control of a 
hospital now under construction in 
Tyler, the synod declined to take this 
immediate step but appointed a hospital 
board to study ways in which this field 
might be entered. The 120 bed hos- 
pital, built with $1,000,000 of Smith 
County bonds, supplemented by about 
$700,000 in federal and other aid, could 
have been secured for $1,000,000. The 
last hospital operated by the synod was 
destroyed by fire in about 1915 in 
Austin. 


Mo-Ranch Acres Sold 


Mo-Ranch, the synod’s newly-acquired 
conference grounds 25 miles north of 
Kerrville, was in the center of atten- 
tion again. This property, valued at at 
least $1,068,000, was bought last year 
from the estate of the late president of 
the Continental Oil Co. for $512,500. 
Last fall a successful campaign for 
$750,000 was conducted to provide for 
the full payment plus extensive altera- 
tions and additions. Now, the synod 
was informed by the Mo-Ranch direc- 
tors, 6,500 acres of the 6,816 acres had 
been sold to the State of Texas to be 
used as a wild life preserve. The money 
involved has not been publicized but 
it is understood to have been more than 
$250,000. What has been sold is sep- 
arated from the improved portion of 
the conference grounds by more than a 
mile and with more than 300 acres left, 
this is thought to be enough to provide 
for any and all needs of the synod for 
the next 100 years. The improvements 
at Mo-Ranch already include a new 
kitchen and dining hall, some family- 
unit cottages, and other additions. 

The synod was informed that Texas 
had again led the entire church in per 
capita contributions, both total and 
those to benevolences. The budget for 
Assembly and synod causes for the com- 
ing year amounts to nearly $750,000. 
The synod’s council expressed satisfac- 
tion with the operation of the steward- 
ship plan which has been followed in 
Texas for the last few years. How- 
ever, a recommendation was adopted 
requiring the use of a single auditing 
firm for all institutions and agencies. 
This, it was felt, will insure even more 
efficient operation. : 


Lynn Is Moderator 


R. Matthew Lynn, onetime pastor at 
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Brownsville, now at Midland, was the 
synod’s moderator, and Hubert H. 
Hopper, McAllen pastor, was nominated 
to become moderator next year. 

This was the first meeting of synod 
since its reorganization which brought 
it into line with the Assembly’s reor- 
ganization. Although newly-formed 
committees did not have sufficient time 
to adjust to the new requirements it 
was evident that considerable progress 
had been made toward greater effi- 
ciency. Without undue haste, the busi- 
ness was transacted and synod ad- 
journed with the shortest session on 
record. 

J. Martin Singleton, the host pastor, 
led the evening worship each day; E. 
W. McLaurin, Austin seminary profes- 
sor who was the retiring moderator, 
spoke on the ‘“‘Message of the Church”; 
and Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., of the High- 
land Park church, Dallas, spoke to the 
synod three times on_ inspirational 
themes. 


Mexican Features Provided 

Although Brownsville lies at the 
southern tip of the ‘“‘Magic Valley,’”’ and 
the church is the most southerly in the 
synod—and almost in the entire church 
—it attracted a good attendance. There 
were 163 ministers and 94 ruling elders 
present for the centennial celebration 
of the Brownsville church. The cele- 
bration also recognized 100 years’ work 
among the people of Mexico, with the 
largest attendance of Latin-American 
ministers and representatives in many 
years. Two visitors were ministers from 
the Presbyterian Church of Mexico, one 
of them, O. L. Martinez, pastor of the 
Matamoras church, the oldest Presby- 
terian church in Mexico. 


Two social events highlighted the 
Latin-American contacts: a tour of 
Matamoras, with a typical Mexican din- 
ner in the city, and a barbecue the sec- 
ond evening, when the synod and its 
visitors were guests of the Clyde Tandy 
family. 

The synod noted with sorrow the 
death of the presidents of the boards 
of two of its institutions since the last 
meeting: Mrs. J. L. Brock, Bryan, of 
the Pres-Mex board in the early sum- 
mer, and J. L. Nierman, Kingsville, of 
the Tex-Mex board only two days be- 
fore the meeting. 

Next year’s meeting will be in Austin 
where the synod will celebrate the cen- 
tennial of its own organization. The 
Presbyterian, USA, Synod will meet 
there at the same time. 

USA Synod on Segregation 

The Presbyterian, USA, Synod of 
Texas met in Athens, with ministers and 
elders present representing the 250 
USA churches and 40,000 members in 
the state. In one action inter-racial 
brotherhood was endorsed in principle. 
The synod declined, however, to adopt a 
resolution urging church people to com- 
bat segregation. 

The anti-segregation resolution, in- 
troduced by the synod’s committee on 
social education and action, called on 
ministers and church members to ‘‘exert 
their influence toward a non-segregated 
church and a non-segregated society.” 

This was amended by the delegates 
so that, in the adopted version, church 
people were urged to work for ‘‘a church 
society conducive to brotherhood among 
men of all races.” 

One delegate pointed out that segre- 
gation laws were in force in Texas and 
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The Church 
and Healing 


by Carl J. Scherzer 


@ What authority does the Church 
have from Christ to deal with the sick? 
In what ways has the Church, through 
the ages, met the challenge of illness? 
This book is a comprehensive view of 
the function of religion in the treat- 
ment of the sick, from Biblical times 
to the present. $4.00 
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The Craft 
of Sermon 
lilustration 


by W. E. Sangster 


@A practical tool-book for sermon 
construction, offering useful categories 
of illustrative material and methods. 
Not a collection of stock anecdotes, 
but a complete guide to finding mate- 
rials, compiling them for future use, and 
effective presentation. 


At all bookstores, THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia 
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said that the wording of the original 
statement was ‘unfortunate.’ 

The synod voted to meet in Austin 
next year so as to make possible a 
joint session with the Texas Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church, US (South- 
ern), which had already chosen Austin 
for its 1951 meeting. 


RETURN TO KOREA 
WESTERN UNION 
TO THE OUTLOOK : 
LETTER RECEIVED FROM 


GROUP OF FIVE KOREA MIS- 
SIONARTES WHO HAVE RE- 


TURNED CHUNJU. REPORTS 
MISS FLORENCE ROOT SAFE IN 
KWANGJU AND MISSION BUILD- 
INGS IN THESE TWO STATIONS 
IN FAIR CONDITION BUT WITH 
CONTENTS GONE. CONTINUED 
LOCAL DISTURBACES PREVENT 
EXPLORATION OF OTHER STA- 
TIONS FOR IMMEDIATE PRES- 
ENT. 

D. J. CUMMING. 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSTONS, 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—Following this 
telegram, a copy of the following letter, 
written by H. Petrie Mitchell to the 
Nashville headquarters was received. It 
was dated Chunju, Korea, October 10: 

“We were greatly relieved today to 
have direct word from Miss Florence E. 
Root. As you know, Miss Root elected 
to remain in Kwangju when the Lintons, 
Dr. Codington and we decided to refugee 
to Pusan. The U. S. Army Liason Air 
Patrol was cooperative in making in- 
quiry about Miss Root, and today they 
delivered to me a letter from her. This 
letter is dated October 9. and is written 
from Kwangju. She writes: ‘I was 
rescued by the Provincial Police on Fri- 
day p. m. from out in Neung Ju section, 
and am here now under their protection. 
The U. N. Troops got in yesterday, just 
in time to stall off a fresh raid from the 
Communists in 
zlad to see them.’ 


Tamyang—so we are 


“She writes of having received eleven 
weeks of protection from a group of 
Christians, who we suppose were in the 
above mentioned section. She says she 
is grateful for those weeks of experience. 

“Miss Root confirms the information 
we have received from the American 
forces here and the Korean police con- 
cerning the Communistic situation in the 
Kwangju area, namely that U. N. forces 
will have to help the local police with 
the job of mopping up Reds hiding out 
in the hills and raiding villages at night. 





PEWS, PULPIT « CHANCEL 
peli 424.422.4274 


* « EARLY C 


LIVERY - « 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 25 SCRANTON 2, PA. 


Thus far, Mary Belle and I have been 
warned not to motor down to Kwangju. 
When the trains operate again, I shal] 
go down and survey the situation. Miss 
Root, in the meantime, I think will hire 
a watchman for our compound or what 
remains. She reports the buildings and 
some fixtures are there, but household 
furnishings and supplies are gone. Thus 
far, it has not been possible to travel 
to Soonchun or Mokpo and assess the 
situations there. Here in Chonju, we 
were grateful to find that none of the 
buildings had been bombed. Mr. and 
Mrs. Linton, Dr. Codington and we ar- 
rived here about noon of the 8th, and 
have been working on the property and 
various problems. We planned to make 
a careful survey of the property and 
send it to the Japan Chonju refugees in 
order that they may know what to bring 
back from Japan. . 4; 


PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 





King Solomon’s Mines 


“King Solomon’s Mines” is probably 
the best-known and best-loved novel of 
all the books written by H. Rider Hag- 
gard. The inspiration for its plot arose 
from one of his visits to the ruined cities 
of Mashonaland, South Africa. Here, 
according to legend, once lived a people 
of great antiquity, and from here it was 
said that Solomon had obtained some of 
his fabulous possessions. 

On the frame of this great story, 
richly embroidered in its screen adapta- 
tion, MGM has woven a picture of dra- 
matic power and absorbing appeal. It 
concerns Elizabeth Curtis (Deborah 
Kerr) and her brother (Richard Carl- 
son) who have journeyed from England 
to Africa to secure the help of a famous 
hunter and guide (Stewart Granger) in 
finding Elizabeth’s husband, who had 
disappeared some years before while 
searching for the reputed treasure. This 
is the chronicle of their adventures, of 
the difficulties encountered and over- 
come, the people they meet, some hos- 
tile, others friendly, the dangers of the 
jungle, the drought in the desert and 
the reaching of their goal only to find 
that Curtis had died and they run the 
risk of losing their lives also. 

Since the film was produced in Africa, 
in glorious Technicolor, it adds up to a 
thrilling travelogue as well as a dra- 
matic plot. Rare animal shots are inter- 
spersed throughout the picture. The 
tribal dances of the 7-foot Watusis, and 
their customs in establishing the right 
to kingship through skill in personal en- 
counter, furnish some of the most color- 
ful sights met on the way. 

“King Solomon’s Mines” is extremely 
well acted, all those taking part are in 
character. African tribes 
play some important roles with skill and 
innate dignity. All of this paints an en- 
trancing picture on a canvas as broad as 
a continent. FOR: Family. 


Members of 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 
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BIBLE STUDY 


Fellowship With 





Other Christians 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 12, 1950 


Acts 11:11-18; Philippians 2:1-5 


The first meeting of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, in Amsterdam, received 
a report on the church and the Dis- 
order of Society, and commended it to 
the churches for their serious considera- 
tion and appropriate action. After ana- 
lyzing the serious predicament in this, 
after discussing proposed political and 
economic cures, the Council declared: 


“The greatest contribution that the 
church can make to the renewal of so- 
ciety is for it to be renewed in its own 
life in faith and obedience to its Lord. 
Such inner renewal includes a clearer 
grasp of the meaning of the gospel for 
the whole life of men. This renewal 
must take place both in the larger units 
of the church and in the local congre- 
gations. The influence of worshipping 
congregations upon the problems of so- 
ciety is very great when those congre- 
gations include people from many so- 
cial groups. If the church can over- 
come the national and social barriers 
which now divide it, it can help so- 
ciety to overcome those barriers. This 
is especially clear in the case of racial 
distinction. It is here that the church 
has failed most lamentably, where it 
has reflected and then by its example 
sanctified the racial prejudice that is 
rampant in the world.’’ 


Some who read this statement may 
bristle at this last suggestion, and per- 
haps read no further. But the fact 
that it is the considered judgment of 
responsible Christian leaders through- 
out the world should give us pause. 
And the fact that our civil courts are 
now compelling us to take steps which 
a few years ago would have seemed 
utterly impossible make it all the more 
important that we who are Christians 
should consider what fellowship with 
other Christians involves if we are to 
maintain vital fellowship with Christ. 
We are asked to consider in this con- 
nection: 


I. PETER’S EXPERIENCE 


One of the greatest problems faced 
by the early church had to do with 


possible fellowship between Gentiles 
and Jews. 
The first disciples were Jews. After 


Jesus’ death they continued to observe 
the Mosaic Law, to circumcise their 
children, to refrain from eating pork, 
to attend the temple worship. They 
regarded Gentiles as ceremonially un- 
clean. As Peter confessed to Cornelius, 
“You yourself know how unlawful it 
is for a Jew to associate with or (even) 
to visit anyone of another nation’’ (Acts 
10:28). <A Gentile could not be re- 
ceived into the church unless he first 
became a Jew. 

About ten years after the resurrec- 
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tion of Jesus, Peter fell asleep on a 
housetop in Joppa. As he slept he 
dreamed that a great sheet was being 
let down from heaven, containing vari- 
ous kinds of animals, reptiles and birds 
which all Jews were forbiden to eat. 
Three times a voice came to him, ‘Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat.’’ Three times Peter 
replied, ‘‘No, Lord, for I have never 
eaten anything that is common or un- 
clean.’’ Says Halford Luccock in The 
Acts of the Apostles in Present Day 


Preaching: These words ‘echo down 
the centuries and the present day 
catches their reverberations. It is 


startlingly clear that on the housetop 
the authority of custom and habit was 
higher with Peter than a fresh vision 
of God. To the man whose mind turns 
on an ‘I have never,’ fresh revelations 
ot God are always of minor authority.” 
But Peter could not silence that dis- 
turbing voice, which sounded so sus- 
picously like that of his beloved Mas- 
ter, ‘‘What God has cleansed, you must 
not call common.” He finally awoke, 
perplexed as to the meaning of the vi- 
sion. Then came a knock at the door 
below; three Gentiles had come from 
a distance to seek his help. And while 
Peter was pondering the vision, the 
Spirit whom Jesus had promised to 
send, that he might lead them into a 
fuller knowledge of the truth (John 
16:13) led him to see that these men 
had been sent to him by God and that 
he was to “accompany them without 
hesitation.’””’ So Peter went down and 
invited the three men in “to be his 
guests’? (10:23), a gesture that would 
have been utterly unthinkable only a 
few hours before. 


The next morning, attended by 
friends, whom he took along as wit- 
nesses, Simon Peter accompanied the 


messengers to the home of Cornelius, 
a Gentile, living in Caesarea. As he 
entered the house he was careful to ex- 
plain that he was acting contrary to 
his own custom, and the habit of his 
people (10:28) because the Spirit of 
the Living Christ had finally made it 
clear to him that he should no longer 
“call any man common or unclean.” 
Then Cornelius told him of his own 
deep hunger for a satisfying knowledge 
of God, and of the vision which had 
led him to send for Peter as the man 
best able to help him, 

When he had finished, Peter said, 
“Truly I perceive (‘‘I have come to per- 
ceive,’ we might translate the phrase 
to bring out the full force of the 
Greek) that God shows no partiality, 
but in every nation anyone who fears 


him and does what is right ts accepta- 
ble to him.’”’ And he went on to tell 
him about Jesus, intended by God to 
be the Savior of all men, and destined 
finally to become the Lord of all. He 
had not finished all that he had intended 
to say when it became clear that Cor- 
nelius and his friends had been claimed 
by that same Spirit whom he himself 
had come to know through Jesus Christ. 
Peter thereupon commanded them to be 
baptized and received into the church. 

Cornelius then invited Peter and his 
friends to remain with him as his house 
guests “for some days” (10:48). Evi- 
dently Peter complied; certainly they 
sat down at the same table and broke 
bread together. And it was this which 
most disturbed the mother church in 
Jerusalem when at last they heard the 
startling news. 

When Peter went down to Jerusalem, 
the strict constructionists, the leaders 
of the orthodox party, criticized him, 
saying, ‘‘Why did you go to uncircum- 
cised men and eat with them?” (11:3 
They were prepared to overlook the 
fact that he had baptized a Gentile who 
had no intention of becoming a Jew; 
but they could not overlook the fact 
that he had gone into Cornelius’ home 
and sat down at the table with him. 
Then Peter told them how it had hap- 
pened. “If then God gave the same 
gift to them as he gave to us. ag ae 
concluded, ‘“‘who was [ that [ could 
withstand God?”’ Peter’s words imply 
that he would have withstood God if 
he had refused to go to the home of 
Cornelius, if he had refused to baptize 
him, if he had refused to eat with him, 
if he had refused to have full and com- 
plete fellowship with any fellow-Chris- 
tian, if he had continued to call any 
such “common or unclean.” 

What about us? Is it possible that 
the ‘‘I-have-never”’ type of mind leads 
us to refuse the leadings of God’s Spirit 
as he seeks to lead us into a fuller 
understanding of the Christian life; that 
we have not yet come to perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons; that 
actually we are seeking to withstand 
God as he calls us to a fuller manifesta- 
tion of Christian fellowship? 

Let us admit frankly that the early 
church did not face exactly the same 
problem that we now face in the South. 
Admitting this difference, what can we 
learn from their experience? What 
should be the relations of white and 
black in the church? If a Negro should 
seek to attend your church service next 
Sunday morning should the ushers re- 
fuse to admit him, isolate him, or allow 
him to sit where he chose? Did the 
last Assembly do right when it refused 
to seat its Negro commissioners at a 
separate table, as had been the case 
heretofore? Were the Montreat Direc- 
tors led by the Spirit when they ruled 
that henceforth there would be no more 
segregation in the adult conferences at 
Montreat? When they ruled further 
that this provision was not applicable 
to youth conferences? The National 
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Baptist Convention, America’s largest 
Negro denomination, recently declared, 
“It is heartening to the Negro to see 
the walls of injustice and inequality 
crumbling daily before our eyes. This 
is seen in employment, in education, in 
housing, in travel, in entertainment, 
and occasionally in religious circles.’ 
Is it true as this report seems to in- 
dicate that the churches are lagging be- 
hind industry and education, to say 
nothing of baseball and the show busi- 
ness, in this matter of Christian fellow- 
ship? If so, is this as it should be? 

Some Sunday school classes may feel 
that these questions are too explosive 
to discuss in a Bible class. It is un- 
fortunate if this be true. Such ques- 
tions are being forced upon us whether 
we like them or not. And if Christians 
are to grow in the Christian life they 
should be able to discuss in love the 
problems that actually confront us, even 
though they be questions on which we 
profoundly differ. 


Il. PAUL’S EXHORTATION 


In Philippians 2:1-5 Paul is dealing 
with a problem of another type. Differ- 
ences had arisen here in Philippi within 
the congregation itself. Individuals 
were set against individuals, faction 
against faction. And so Christian fel- 
lowship was marred, the Christian wit- 
ness obscured. In the passage before 
us Paul appeals with Christian tactful- 
ness to the deepest experiences his 
friends have shared, to the comfort they 
have found in Christ (according to the 
King James version, in the Revised 
Standard version, it is translated ‘‘en- 
couragement’’), to the mutual consola- 
tion their love has been to them in 
hard times, to the spiritual fellowship 
they have enjoyed with one another, to 
the various acts of helpfulness and prac- 
tical sympathy that have bound them 
together, and finally to their proved and 
tested affection for himself. If your 
Christian fellowship meant any- 
thing to all, he seems to say, ‘‘then 
complete my joy. - 

Paul had found more joy in his Phi- 
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lippian converts than in any others he 
had ever made. But his joy could not 
be complete so long as the congregation 
itself was not united in the bonds of 
Christian affection. Why, he does not 
but we can imagine. Jesus had 
said, ‘‘By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, that ye love one 
another.”” The witness of the Philip- 
pians was ineffective, then, so long as 
their fellowship was incomplete. 

‘“‘Complete my joy,’’ says Paul, ‘‘by be- 
ing of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.’’ Did Paul mean that they should 
all have the same opinions on every ques- 
tion of creed or conduct? If he did, he 
was expecting the impossible, and some- 
thing which is actually undesirable. It is 
not possible to find any group—a family, 
a gathering of friends, a congregation, 
or a community —that has absolute 
uanimity of opinion on all subjects. 
And if such unanimity were achieved, 
it would be bought at the expense of 
originality, variety, progress and life. 
The apostle is concerned to produce 
among the Philippians, not a uniformity 
in belief and opinion, but rather a unity 
of spirit and sentiment. And that is 
made plain in the verses which follow 
and in which he elaborates on his origi- 
nal plea. 

“Do nothing from selfishness.” In 
the King James version this word is 
translated ‘strife’; in the Standard 
version it is ‘“‘faction.”” The phrase may 
mean that we are to do nothing for 
private ends, as Moffatt translates it; 
or on the other hand that we are to 
do nothing for party ends. Perhaps 
both ideas are included. We are not 
to seek our own selfish interests; nor 
should we be concerned for the advan- 
tage of a party. ‘“‘The interests of a 
section of the community should never 
be allowed to override the interests of 
the community as a whole.” 

“Do nothing,’ says Paul, ‘‘from self- 
ishness or conceit.” ‘‘Personal conceit 
as well as partisanship is condemned 
as a motive and principle of action. 
Factiousness and vanity—these were 
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the evils that menaced the Christian 
community at Philippi.’”” And they have 
disturbed many a Christian community 
since. If fellowship is to be maintained 
there must be another sort of spirit. 
“In humility count others better than 
yourself.”” Paul is not pleading for a 
false or unworthy estimate of one’s own 
ability. He means that everyone should 
realize that in some respects, at least, 
he is surpassed by others; no one who 
understands this, who has a proper 
estimate of himself in relation to 
others, can ever become vain. Paul 
is pleading for humility and unselfish- 
ness—‘‘Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the 
interest of others.’”’ In verses 3 and 4 
Paul is trying to describe the common 
mind which ought to possess the Chris- 
tian community; it is not identical 
opinions, for which he pleads, but an 
identical attitude—humility rather than 
vanity, love rather than selfishness. 


He illustrates it more exactly and 
more happily in verse 5. What is this 
common mind which Christians are to 
seek? It is the mind of Christ. ‘“Com- 
plete my joy by being of the same 
mind,’ he writes in 2:2, and then in 
2:5 explains what he means: ‘Have 
this mind among yourselves, which you 
have in Christ Jesus.” It is not the 
content of Jesus’ mind that he proposes, 
for we shall never have complete agree- 
ment as to what that content is. Chris- 
tians will not agree, for example, what 
Jesus’ mind is for us in regard to the 
Negro race at the present time. It is 
the quality or temper of Jesus’ mind 
that we are to hold in common. That 
is made clear by the rest of the sen- 
tence. ‘“‘Have this mind among your- 
selves which you have in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form, he humbled him- 
self and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross.” The mind of 
Jesus which we are to imitate was un- 
selfish, it was humble, it was obedient. 
That is the mind which we are to 
cultivate in the church. And if we do 
come to share in this mind of Christ, 
differences of opinion on this subject or 
that, differences in caste or class, will 
never destroy our fellowship in Christ. 

Fellowship with other Christians is 
essential for Christian growth. Could 
it be that lack of fellowship has stunted 
our growth as individuals, as a con- 
gregation, as a denomination? Could 
that be a part of the reason why we do 
not have more of the radiance of the 
Christian life, more of the peace that is 
available to us in Christ? Could that 
explain in part why the witness of the 
church is not more effective throughout 
the world? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Counci) of Re- 
ligious Education. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


CALL TO CHRISTIAN ACTION. By 
D. R. Sharpe. Harper and Brothers. 
New York. 123 pp., $1.50. 

Those who know the author of this 
pook—the biographer of Walter Rau- 
schenbusch—will know that what he 
means by “Christian action” is nothing 
so quiet and safe as Bible-reading, pub- 
lic worship, or the manicuring of one’s 
personal morals for the sake of making 
a tidy appearance before the Pearly 
Gates. Dr. Sharpe of course believes 
whole-heartedly in Christian piety and 
in the “‘means of grace.’’ But he is also 
sure that practical action for the King- 
dom of God calls for determined effort 
to re-mold many social attitudes and 
customs that now blight and wreck the 
lives of millions. Only as the Christian 
movement dares tackle this job can the 
mushrooming secular menace of our 
time be effectively met. 





Yet far from grappling with this 
menace head-on, our Protestant 
churches in the main, the author con- 
tends, now timidly evade or ignore it. 
Our social salvation depends upon a 
speedy reversal of this attitude. If the 
church is to become in God’s hands the 
saving force that our sick cities and dy- 
ing nations need, it must: (1) ‘‘under- 
stand the social and economic causes of 
sin and misery’; (2) bring the judg- 
ment of an awakened conscience upon 
society; (3) “establish friendship for 
labor,” and (4) ‘‘establish a world Prot- 
estant union.” 

The outgrowth of a series of lectures 
at Colgate-Rochester seminary, the book 
is about the size of the Reader’s Digest, 
but any further resemblance to that lit- 
tle magazine is wholly coincidental. 
Here is no perfumed package of sweet- 
ness and light tied up in the ribbons of 
social reaction. Here is a stick of 
dynamite: a modern prophet who is not 
only ‘‘against sin’’ but who comes right 
out against the biggest and most deadly 
sins that now threateg us—the kind that 
preachers and politicians find it safer 
not to talk about. In spots he reminds 
you of Amos, and Amos, one suspects, 
would be proud of him. 

Like Amos, he has his rough edges. 
He succumbs at times to a common 
temptation of reformers: he hates evil 
so hard that it warps his judgment of 
how to deal with it. Yet for the most 
part he talks sense and does it bravely. 
If his voice, as he sounds his ‘‘call,”’ is 
sometimes rasping and harsh—vwell, so 
is the wail of an air-raid siren when the 
bombers are zooming in over the 
suburbs. 

JOHN H. MARION. 

Richmond, Va. 


SMALL TOWN RENAISSANCE. By 
Richard Waverly Poston. Harper and 
Bros., New York. 231 pp., $3.00. 

This book is stimulating reading and 
has value for any minister or layman 
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interested in developing his local com- 
munity. 

While it is primarily a description 
of a program actually carried out in 
various communities in Montana, never- 
theless, the story, of the successes as 
well as the failures, of this experiment 
in enriched community living has les- 
sons for every community. 

The basic method used in this ex- 
periment was the formation of commu- 
nity groups for objective study and dis- 
cussion of local problems and oppor- 
tunities. 

The author summarized the values of 
the study for churches by saying that 
“through church study groups this 
technique could help millions of Ameri- 
cans to rediscover the basic human 
values of religion, and help them to ex- 
tend those values into the stream of 
everyday life.’’ 

For small communities the author 
believes that ‘there is a_ technique 
through which ordinary men and wo- 
men the forces of education, religion, 
government, economics, culture, and 
democratic neighborliness, and by this 
simple means can lift the whole level 
of living in America.” This reviewer 
thinks this technique has value but it 
is not the miracle wonder that the au- 
thor believes it to be. 

The book also has valuable lessons 
in what NOT to do. Some of the chief 
persons promoting the program ‘rode 
off in all directions at once” and un- 
necessarily aroused powerful opposition 
to a splendid endeavor. 

The book should also serve as a 
warning to those who believe that if 
we get enough education every prob- 
lem will be solved. The petty jealousy 
between the various state institutions 
of higher learning in Montana should 
be a warning that a Ph. D. degree and 
technical competence do not necessarily 
create men with vision and with un- 
selfish dedication to the welfare of the 
people of a state. 

GEORGE McLEAN. 

Tupelo, Miss. 


GIVING A REASON FOR OUR 
HOPE. By Carl F. H. Henry. W. A. 
Wilde Company, Boston. 96 pp., $1.50. 

This small book by the able Profes- 
sor of the Philosophy of Religion at 
Fuller Seminary, Pasadena, contains 
his answers to the questions of college 
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students at weekly discussions at Holly- 
wood. Taking up some of the great 
beliefs of Christianity, and its relation 
to science and other religions, he an- 
swers the pointed questions of today’s 
questing youth with all the erudition 
they’ll find in their university class- 
rooms, and, above all, with a confident, 
sound, courageous faith. 
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posium. Partisan Review. 80 cents, paper. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Joe M. Brown, Port Arthur, 
will become pastor of the 
Odessa, Texas, Nov. 1. 

Robt. A. Potter, of the Waughtown 
church, Winston-Salem, N. C., will be- 
come pastor of the Arden, N. C., church 
November 5. 


Texas, 
First church, 


Thomas C. Rhea from Lexington, Ky., 
to Box 367, Rogersville, Nov. 1. 
Mr. Rhea executive secretary of 
Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery. 

G. F. Garlington, Jr., has for 
dress Route 3, 

Wm. 
become 


Tenn., 
was 


his ad- 
Tenn. 
B. Clemmons, Fairfield, Va. 


Chattanooga, 
, will 
the First 
church, Columbus, Ga., Nov. 1. He 
lead in the establishment of a 
church in Edgewood, 


assistant pastor of 
will 
new 
a residential sec- 
tion east of Columbus. W. 
Staunton, will succeed Mr. 
stated clerk of Lexington Presbytery. 

E. E. McPheeters from Jackson, Miss., 
to 109 Park St., Miss. 

S. C. Farrior, who recently 
Concord, N. C., 
here as moving to South Carolina. 

Robert 1950 
Davis and Elkins college, is serving as 
assistant at the Old Stone church 
burg, W. Va., 
entering Union Seminary next year. 

Roy Smith, Valley Center, Va 
cepted a call to home 
Winfield, W. V: 

W. Hoyt Pruitt from 
Ark., to Spindale, N. C. 

R. K. Timmons from 
to Ridgeway, S. C. 

G,. Raymond Womeldort, 
to China, 
of the Loudoun Street church, 
ter, Va., until he 
the mission field. 

The pastoral relations of L. B. 
of the Lakeland, Fla., 
McGill of the Westminster church, 
sonville, Fla., 
the Presbyteries of St. 
wannee 


C, Jamison, 
Clemmons as 


Louisville, 
moved to 
was erroneously listed 


Simpson, graduate of 
, Lewis 
during this year, before 
, has ac- 
mission work at 


Holly Grove, 


Clinton, S. C. 


missionary 
is serving as mission pastor 
Winches- 
is able to return to 
Gebb 
church and E. B 
Jack- 
dissolved by 


have been 


Johns and Su- 


respectively 
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E. E. Mulliner from Lufkin, 
Seminole, Texas, Box C[i. 


Texas, to 


OFFICES MOVED 

Radio, Evangelism and Negro Work 
headquarters in Atlanta have been 
moved from their location in the Central 
ehurch to 712 Henry Grady Bldg., At- 
lanta 3, Ga. This includes the directors 
of each of these agencies: John M. Alex- 
ander, Howard H. Thompson, and Alex. 
R. Batchelor. All Church Extension 
units are now in the same building. 


MISSIONARIES 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Punt, lay mis- 
sionaries to Bibanga, Africa, are now on 
furlough at Montreat, N. C. 
Mrs. D. 
Brazil, 


Lee Williamson, of Goiania, 


is at 128 West End, Chester, S. C. 
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Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
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istration. One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer Scuooi. 
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DIRECTORS OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

Jeanie Ogilvie, who has been DRE in 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn., will be the 
DRE for the First church, Asheville, 
N. C., beginning Nov. 1. 

Jean Moling, Jackson, Miss., beging 
her work at DRE of the Third church, 
Richmond, Va., Nov. 1. 
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student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing 
mate; modern buildings; 
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A splendidly trained faculty of 
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A good place for an investment. 


cli- 
excellent 





R. B. PURDUM, President. 








STILLMAN 


OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, sv 


fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


Address, Samuel Burney nay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


COLLEGE 


e@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


@eWhy not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 








*POSITIVE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 


*HIGH STANDARDS OF EDUCATION 
*AN HONOR SYSTEM THAT WORKS 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina. 


are found at 








Southwestern at Memphis 


Outstanding faculty and equipment for 


genuine and excellent education in the 


finest Christian tradition. 


Peytou N. Rhodes, President. 








academic efficiency, spirtual sincerity. 
ment, beautiful campus. 
tions for 





PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high schools. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 


Glee Club, Sports. 
1951 session should be made now. 
William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 
Program develops self-control, 
Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 

All courses accredited. Applica- 
For catalogue, write 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 














